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Celebrating Pete

Alan S. Chartock
WAMC President and C.E.O.

If there is a single human being who has most 
exemplified courage and decency in this country, it 
is Pete Seeger, the legendary father of the American 
folk music movement. His songs have become the 
songs of America, from Turn Turn Turn and If I Had 
a Hammer to a good deal of We Shall Overcome.
The man everyone knows as Pete has always pointed 
this country in a better direction. On May 3rd he will 
be honored at no less a venue than Madison Square 
Garden on the occasion of his ninetieth birthday. 
This is a man who eschews the spotlight but on that 
day, he will allow himself to be honored to raise a 
lot of money for the Sloop Clearwater. 

Not surprising, since he has done more to save the 
Hudson and all our rivers than any other person, 
alive or dead. Because this event is to benefit the 
Sloop Clearwater, the symbol of the Hudson's 
regeneration, Seeger has agreed to be honored. 
Musical luminaries like Bruce Springsteen, Joan 

May Programming Notes
Pete Seeger celebrates a milestone…

David Galletly
WAMC Vice President, Programming

We lead the month of May off with a very special 
day.  On May 1st we celebrate the 90th birthday of 
the legendary Pete Seeger.  We kick the birthday 
bash off on the Roundtable which will include 
interviews about Pete with the author of a new 
book on Seeger and singer Judy Collins. Pete 
recently did a birthday interview with Alan 
Chartock which airs at 1:00 PM followed by a 
special Vox Pop hosted by Alan at 2:00 PM where 
you can share your Pete stories.  The next evening, 
Wanda Fischer has promised a tribute to Pete on 
the Hudson River Sampler.

Pete Seeger and Alan Chartock

Memorial Day falls at the end of the month and we 
have a lineup of special programming for Monday, 
May 25.  Paul Elisha will present a special 
Performance Place at 11:00 AM.  We’ll have a 
reprise of Pete Seeger’s 90th Birthday interview 
with Alan Chartock at 2:00 PM followed by 
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continued on page 3



WAMC Program Guide   2

Baez, the Dave Matthews Band, and Arlo Guthrie will 
all perform, paying homage to Seeger and his work. I'll 
be there and trust me, my eyes will be wet as this ninety 
year old who lived through the terror of Joe McCarthy 
and his ilk will get a small part of what he is due from 
all of us.

On the few occasions at which Pete has accepted 
honors, it has been because he knew he was doing it for 
all of us who love him and not for himself. He came 
very close to turning down the Kennedy Center Honors 
but those closest to him insisted that he participate, if 
not for himself than for the rest of us. The same thing 
happened when he and Bruce Springsteen did that final 
number at the Obama inauguration, backed by his 
grandson, Tao, and a chorus of the kids that he loves so 
much and considers a "Bridge to the Future." After all, 
many of us got to know Pete back in the 50's, at 
summer camp when he came to visit or on a college 
campus. Those were the days when he and his 
legendary group, "The Weavers," were blacklisted. 
They weren't allowed on radio or national television 
shows because of their alleged leftist leanings.

To put it mildly, Pete Seeger's generosity knows no 
bounds. He has sold so many records that he could live 
in a mansion of his choice but he and his incredible 
wife, Toshi, his true partner in life, chose instead to 
share a small cabin overlooking the river he so loves. 
Pete at ninety is an inspiration. He embodies the best in 
all of us and represents the idea that we can make a 
better future for ourselves and our children. I believe 
that Pete will be here for many years to come but we 
now have an opportunity to create a lasting legacy that 
will remind our kids and their kids about what Pete 
Seeger stands for.

Through our federal, state and voluntary dollars, an old 
railroad bridge linking greenway trails on both sides of 
the Hudson River is being restored. It will be one of the 
most important and unique parks in New York State. 
This "Walkway Over the Hudson" should be named for 
Pete. It's that simple. The idea came to me in the form 
of an e-mail from a guy who just wanted it to happen. I 
had been thinking the same thing and the moment I
began to talk about it, the chorus of people in favor of 
the idea grew to a deafening roar. I live in dread that 
the phone will ring and there will be Pete, insisting he 
doesn't want this honor and telling me to cut it out. I 
hope that I have the fortitude to tell my hero that this 
idea is bigger than any one person. He is Pete Seeger 
and while he is a human being like the rest of us who

Chartock continued from page 1

still goes into his woods with an ax and chops 
wood to heat his house, he is far more than that. He 
embodies an ideal that includes lessons in 
citizenship; hu! man rights and dignity; preserving 
our environment; and great and inspirational music. 
Ask anyone, including Congressmen Maurice 
Hinchey and Paul Tonko, Governor David 
Paterson, Environmental Commissioner Pete 
Grannis and the state's top environmental official, 
Judith Enk, what they think of Pete and you'll hear 
wonder in their voices.

This one is from all of us in gratitude for a great 
man who has made us proud. If you agree with me, 
write to anyone who you know to make sure that 
this bridge, celebrating the quadricentennial of old 
man Henry Hudson's trip up the Hudson, is named 
for one of the greatest of all Americans, Pete 
Seeger.  (reprinted by permission of The Legislative Gazette.)

THE LINDA 

WAMC’S PERFORMING ARTS STUDIO

MAY’S FEATURED PERFORMER

DUKE ROBILLARD BAND 
MAY 29, 8PM

A four time winner of the The Blues Music Awards 
"Best Blues Guitarist" award, Duke Robillard keeps 
the blues style of T-Bone Walker alive.

MAY AT THE LINDA

5/02 - TERRY ADAMS ROCK AND ROLL QUARTET

5/09 - ANNUAL PHIL OCHS SONG NIGHT

5/13 - DANCING ON THE AIR

5/13 - DANCING ON THE AIR

5/21 - FOOD FOR THOUGHT: TABLELAND

5/28 - CRUMBS NITE OUT

5/29 - DUKE ROBILLARD BAND

COMING IN JUNE:
UNCLE ROCK

TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
www.TheLinda.org
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Johnny Cash: At Folsom Prison, a look back at the 
“man in black’s” legendary 1968 performance with 
portions of the concert and interviews with some 
who were there.

Spring has finally arrived and with it comes some 
seasonal program changes here on Northeast 
Public Radio.  With the end of the Metropolitan 
Opera’s annual broadcasts we are reverting to our 
regular lineup on Saturday afternoons.

The Capitol Connection with Alan Chartock airs at 
1:00 PM.  Join Alan each week as he questions 
leading figures in New York State government and 
politics.  New York State wildlife pathologist 
Ward Stone comes your way at 1:30 Saturday 
afternoon with In Our Backyard.  Ward fields 
questions from our own Joe Donahue and you on 
all things nature.  At 2:00 PM, on our FM stations, 
John Pizzarelli and Jessica Molaskey return with 
Radio Deluxe, a two hour exploration of the Great 
American Songbook and America’s classical 
music, jazz.

As always we invite listeners to our AM stations 
(1400 Albany and 1150 Utica) to tune in to the 
Tavis Smiley Show Saturdays at 2:00 PM.  Tavis 
explores a variety of topics with great guests each 
week. This program is also available on WAMC-
FM HD-2 for listeners to 90.3 and also on the 
internet at wamc.org. 

Until Next Month,
Good Listening!

May Programming Notes continued from page 1

WAMC-FM broadcasts 365 days a year to 
eastern New York and western New England on
90.3 MHz.  Our studios and offices are in 
Albany, NY.

The WAMC transmitter is located atop Mount 
Greylock in Adams, MA. The WAMC-AM 
transmitter is located in Albany, NY. WAMK’s 
transmitter is located on Overlook Mountain, 
Woodstock, NY. The WCAN transmitter is 
located on Seebers Lane in Canajoharie, NY. The 
WANC transmitter is located on Mt. Defiance, 
Ticonderoga, NY. WOSR’s transmitter is located 
in Wurtsboro, NY. WAMQ transmits from the 
Catamount Ski Area in South Egremont, MA. 
WCEL’s transmitter is located in Plattsburgh, 
NY. 

Technical updates about our transmitters can 
be found at www.wamc.org/engineering.html

WAMC transmits on these FM and AM 
frequencies:
WAMC-FM 90.3 -  Albany, NY
WAMK-FM 90.9 -  Kingston, NY
WOSR-FM 91.7  - Middletown, NY
WCEL-FM 91.9  - Plattsburgh, NY
WCAN-FM 93.3  - Canajoharie, NY
WANC-FM 103.9  - Ticonderoga, NY
WAMQ-FM 105.1 - Great Barrington, MA
WAMC-AM 1400 -  Albany, NY
WRUN-FM 90.3 - Remsen, NY
WRUN-AM 1150  - Utica, NY
W280DJ, 103.9 - Beacon NY
W243BZ, 96.5  - Ellenville NY
W271BF, 102.1  - Highland NY
W246BJ 97.1  - Hudson, NY
W295AA, 106.9 - Middletown NY
W215BG, 90.9  - Milford PA
W299AG 107.7 -  Newburgh, NY
W205AJ 88.9  - Oneonta, NY
W257BL, 99.3 - Oneonta NY
W226AC 93.1  - Troy, NY
W296BD, 107.1  -  Warwick NY

Street mail:
WAMC
Box 66600
Albany, NY 12206-6600

Phone: 1-800-323-9262
E-mail address:  mail@wamc.org. 
Our web address:  www.wamc.org.

WAMC Live at the Linda  - Wednesdays at 8pm

5/06 -  Carrie Rodriguez (from CRUMBS Nite Out 
3/26/09) / Red Molly  (9/25/08)

5/13 – Dancing on the Air – Live broadcast - special 
guests Kim and Regin Harris / Dave Davies Trio.

5/20 – Sgt Dunbar and the Hobo Banned (CRUMBS 
4/23/09) / Graham Parker (9/18/08)

5/27 - Albany Symphony Orchestra: “Memories from 
Childhood.” Academy Award-winner John Corigliano's spectacular, 
theatrical work, the Pied Piper Fantasy, features flute virtuoso, Alexa 
Still in this lightly staged production. Also on the program, the most 
exciting Symphony ever written by an Englishman, William Walton's 

riveting Symphony # 1.
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Program Schedule at a Glance

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

12:00 AM

12:30 AM

BBC World 
Service

1:00 AM

2:00 AM

3:00 AM

4:00 AM

BBC World Service

Jazz After Hours

Jazz After Hours

5:00 AM
BBC World 

Service

5:30 AM
Legislative 

Gazette

6:00 AM

6:30 AM
Living on Earth

BBC World 
Service

7:00 AM

7:30 AM
Only A Game

Marketplace 
Money

8:00 AM

8:30 AM

Morning Edition

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

Weekend 
Edition

10:00 AM

10:30 AM
Car Talk

Weekend 
Edition Sunday

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

The Roundtable

Wait Wait... 
Don't Tell Me!

Selected Shorts

12:00 PM

12:30 PM
Midday Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

1:00 PM
The Capitol 
Connection

1:30 PM

Car Talk
Alternative 

Radio
Speakers 

Corner

WAMC 
Conversation 

with...
Word for Word

In Our Backyard

Le Show

2:00 PM

2:30 PM
Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop

WAMC 
Bluegrass Time

3:00 PM
The Media 

Project
The Book Show 51%

The Health 
Show

The Best of Our 
Knowledge

3:30 PM WAMC Northeast Report

Radio Deluxe

4:00 PM

4:30 PM

This American 
Life

A Prairie Home 
Companion

5:00 PM

5:30 PM

All Things Considered

All Things Considered

6:00 PM WAMC Northeast Report
The Media 

Project

6:30 PM Marketplace
The Health 

Show

7:00 PM

7:30 PM
Fresh Air

A Prairie Home 
Companion

The Thistle and 
Shamrock

8:00 PM
The Best of Our 

Knowledge
51%

Legislative 
Gazette

The Hudson 
River Sampler

8:30 PM In Our Backyard The Book Show
Capitol 

Connection

Afropop 
Worldwide

9:00 PM

9:30 PM

Radio Deluxe Live at the Linda

Marketplace 
Money

Piano Jazz

10:00 PM

The Hudson 
River Sampler

10:30 PM

Mountain Stage

Living on Earth Selected Shorts

Whad'ya Know
This American 

Life
Beale Street 

Caravan

11:00 PM

11:30 PM
As It Happens

Tim Coakley 
Jazz Show Music from the 

Hearts of Space

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.onlyagame.org/
http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-roundtable.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-middaymag.html



