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Paging Dr. Bobblehead!
Alan S. Chartock
WAMC President and C.E.O.

Here’s the back story on the bobbleheads. Although a lot 
of the fund drive is impromptu, we do considerable 
planning beforehand, even if it doesn’t always seem that 
way.  All of us who take part in the fund drives get 
together every week to bounce ideas off one another and 
talk about what might work.  For some strange reason, 
people started talking about an Alan Chartock 
bobblehead. 

"Absolutely not!" I screamed at them. I told them that 
I’m already accused of "cult of personality" stuff and that 
this would just add to it. But they were not to be denied. 
Hoping to get some support from my family, I tried the 
idea out on my kids and they were all for it.  I tried and 
tried to stifle the whole thing but it just wouldn’t go 
away.

If you think running a fund drive is easy, forget it. You 
walk into the room full of terror and no amount of 
planning can take the shakes out of your legs on that first 
day. No matter how loyal and how wonderful your 
audience is, you get no sleep the night before. No matter 
how prepared you are and no matter how many people 
assure you that they’ll call in with major grants, the stage 

July Programming Notes
Summer means Tanglewood on WAMC…

David Galletly
WAMC Vice President, Programming

Summer is here and the fireworks start right away on 
Northeast Public Radio. With the coming of July, the 
Tanglewood season begins. Throughout the summer, 
listeners will once again hear the sweet sounds of the 
Boston Symphony broadcast live from their seasonal 
home in the Berkshires.

The opening weekend starts Friday, July 3 with an all 
Tchaikovsky program conducted by BSO Music 
Director James Levine with Yefim Bromfman piano 
soloist.  Following a break for Independence Day, on 
Sunday, July 5 James Levine returns to the podium 
with violist Christian Tetzlaff for a program including 
Stravinsky’s The Rite of Spring and Brahms Violin 
Concerto.

BSO Music Director James Levine
(photo by Michael Lutch)

The following weekend the BSO gets into high gear 
with a full compliment of concerts.  Throughout the 
season we are pleased to present concerts live from
Tanglewood each Friday and Saturday evening at 8:30

continued on page 2
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fright hits and suddenly you’re an actor on opening night. 
You really are scared to death. So, you make sacrifices. I 
really didn’t want the Alan Chartock bobbleheads but the 
gang, led by our underwriting chief Dona Frank, insisted. 
Virtually every one of the fund drive planners who sat 
around the table – and there are at least twenty of them –
agreed. I was unanimously outvoted at every meeting of the 
group, proving once again that despite some people’s 
insistence that I am the emperor of WAMC, nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

Then came the planning. Back and forth, back and forth went 
the designs with our wonderful partners at Broadway 
Marketing. We examined the Obama bobbleheads and the 
baseball bobbleheads and Ray Graf took picture after picture 
of me. The bobblehead had to be wearing the WAMC 
baseball cap that I always wear. They didn’t like this or that 
profile. I kept telling them that no profile was going to make 
me into a handsome dude but they finally thought they got it 
right. I don’t have starlight teeth but I think the bobblehead 
does. Frankly, I think the bobblehead looks better than I do.

Now, fast forward to the fund drive. We held back the 
bobbleheads for a few days but somehow the word got out 
and people started asking for them. The trickle turned into a 
stream once we actually started talking about them on the air. 
One of the first calls came from David Scribner, an editor 
and author who said, "This I’ve got to have." We had to buy 
a minimum of a thousand bobbleheads to get the right price 
and I was afraid nobody would want them.  Fortunately, my 
fears proved to be unfounded. The more I insisted I didn’t 
want them out there, the more people asked for them. We 
actually had to start thinking about rationing them, allowing 
a maximum of five per pledge. People were saying that they 
would use them as gifts and give them to their kids or their 
parents. I thought they were out of their minds.

So there are just a few left at this point. A contribution of a 
hundred dollars or more gets you your own Alan Chartock 
bobblehead which will soon be all over Ebay, I am told. I’d 
rather you gave WAMC the hundred and got the bobblehead 
than let the bloodsuckers make a profit on them. So, despite 
the fact that I didn’t like the project from the get-go, I admit 
that I was wrong and people want them.

Chartock continued from page 1

THE LINDA 

WAMC’S PERFORMING ARTS STUDIO

JULY’S FEATURED PERFORMER

MARK EITZEL 
JULY 22, 8PM

As both a solo artist and the front man for enduring 
cult favorites American Music Club, Mark Eitzel 
established himself among the truly powerful forces 
in contemporary music; a hauntingly evocative 
singer, he earned even greater notoriety for his 
brilliance as a composer, combining the energy of 
punk, the pastoral beauty of folk, and the melodrama 
of lounge music to build one of the most impressive 
and darkly poetic bodies of songs in the modern pop 
canon.

JULY AT THE LINDA

7/08 - DANCING ON THE AIR

7/16 - FOOD FOR THOUGHT: EATING ALASKA

7/19 - WAMC FOLK/BLUEGRASS NIGHT

7/22 - MARK EITZEL

7/23 - CRUMBS NITE OUT

COMING IN AUGUST:
RONNIE EARL

TICKETS AND INFORMATION:
www.TheLinda.org

Some people said that they would put them in bed with 
them at night or go traveling with them or put them in 
the refrigerator to discourage grazing. I just want 
everyone to know that I expect the Alan bobblehead to 
be treated with respect. Seriously, thanks to all who got 
involved with this meshugganah scheme. Hey, anything 
that can keep this station going is worth it. Get ‘em 
while they’re hot. – A.C.
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PM and Sunday afternoons at 2:00 PM.  In addition the 
annual Tanglewood on Parade celebration airs at 8:30 PM on 
Tuesday, July 28. 

Due to contractual obligations, Tanglewood concerts will be 
heard on most of our stations with the exception of our AM 
stations, 91.9 FM Plattsburgh and 90.3 FM Remsen-Utica.
On those stations as well as our HD-2 service over 90.3 FM 
Albany and over the Internet, our regular Friday evening, 
Saturday evening and Sunday afternoon schedules will 
remain. This way, fans of This American Life, The Hudson 
River Sampler and Bluegrass Time will still be able to find 
their favorites.

The Capitol Steps will be returning to the airwaves for a 
holiday appearance on Saturday, July 4 at 12:30 PM as part 
of Midday Magazine.  Join the troupe as they take on the big 
topics and leave you laughing.

In addition there will again be a great lineup of broadcasts 
each Wednesday ay 8:00 PM as we showcase the acts 
performing Live at the Linda.

Until Next Month,
Good Listening!

July Programming Notes continued from page 1

WAMC-FM broadcasts 365 days a year to eastern 
New York and western New England on 90.3 
MHz.  Our studios and offices are in Albany, NY.

The WAMC transmitter is located atop Mount 
Greylock in Adams, MA. The WAMC-AM 
transmitter is located in Albany, NY. WAMK’s 
transmitter is located on Overlook Mountain, 
Woodstock, NY. The WCAN transmitter is 
located on Seebers Lane in Canajoharie, NY. The 
WANC transmitter is located on Mt. Defiance, 
Ticonderoga, NY. WOSR’s transmitter is located 
in Wurtsboro, NY. WAMQ transmits from the 
Catamount Ski Area in South Egremont, MA. 
WCEL’s transmitter is located in Plattsburgh, NY. 

Technical updates about our transmitters can 
be found at www.wamc.org/engineering.html

WAMC transmits on these FM and AM 
frequencies:
WAMC-FM 90.3 -  Albany, NY
WAMK-FM 90.9 -  Kingston, NY
WOSR-FM 91.7  - Middletown, NY
WCEL-FM 91.9  - Plattsburgh, NY
WCAN-FM 93.3  - Canajoharie, NY
WANC-FM 103.9  - Ticonderoga, NY
WAMQ-FM 105.1 - Great Barrington, MA
WAMC-AM 1400 -  Albany, NY
WRUN-FM 90.3 - Remsen, NY
WRUN-AM 1150  - Utica, NY
W280DJ, 103.9 - Beacon NY
W243BZ, 96.5  - Ellenville NY
W271BF, 102.1  - Highland NY
W246BJ 97.1  - Hudson, NY
W295AA, 106.9 - Middletown NY
W215BG, 90.9  - Milford PA
W299AG 107.7 -  Newburgh, NY
W205AJ 88.9  - Oneonta, NY
W257BL, 99.3 - Oneonta NY
W226AC 93.1  - Troy, NY
W296BD, 107.1  -  Warwick NY

Street mail:
WAMC
Box 66600
Albany, NY 12206-6600

Phone: 1-800-323-9262

E-mail address:  mail@wamc.org. 
Our web address:  www.wamc.org.

WAMC Live at the Linda
Wednesdays at 8pm on WAMC

7/01 -  Willie Nile (recorded 2/21/09)

7/08 – Dancing on the Air – Live broadcast from the 
Linda. Guests: Jane Rothfield, Beppe Gambetta and 
Kelleigh McKenzie. More information in this show is 
here:  www.wamcarts.org/artsched.html#doa1

7/15 –  Eric Margan & The Red Lions (recorded 
6/25/09)  and  Alice Peacock (recorded 3/12/09)

7/22 –  Bill Kirchen and John Tichy (recorded 
12/06/08)

7/29 –  Professor Louie and Crowmatix (recorded 
3/21/09)
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Program Schedule at a Glance

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

12:00 AM

12:30 AM

BBC World 
Service

1:00 AM

2:00 AM

3:00 AM

4:00 AM

BBC World Service

Jazz After Hours

Jazz After Hours

5:00 AM
BBC World 

Service

5:30 AM
Legislative 

Gazette

6:00 AM

6:30 AM
Living on Earth

BBC World 
Service

7:00 AM

7:30 AM
Only A Game

Marketplace 
Money

8:00 AM

8:30 AM

Morning Edition

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

Weekend 
Edition

10:00 AM

10:30 AM
Car Talk

Weekend 
Edition Sunday

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

The Roundtable

Wait Wait... 
Don't Tell Me!

Selected Shorts

12:00 PM

12:30 PM
Midday Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

1:00 PM
The Capitol 
Connection

1:30 PM

Car Talk
Alternative 

Radio
Speakers 

Corner

WAMC 
Conversation 

with...
Word for Word

In Our Backyard

Le Show

2:00 PM

2:30 PM
Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Tanglewood

3:00 PM
The Media 

Project
The Book Show 51%

The Health 
Show

The Best of Our 
Knowledge

3:30 PM WAMC Northeast Report

Radio Deluxe

4:00 PM

4:30 PM

This American 
Life

Concerts from 
Tanglewood

5:00 PM

5:30 PM

All Things Considered

All Things Considered

6:00 PM WAMC Northeast Report
The Media 

Project

6:30 PM Marketplace
The Health 

Show

7:00 PM

7:30 PM
Fresh Air

A Prairie Home 
Companion

The Thistle and 
Shamrock

8:00 PM
The Best of Our 

Knowledge
51%

Legislative 
Gazette

The Hudson 
River Sampler

8:30 PM In Our Backyard The Book Show Tanglewood

Afropop 
Worldwide

9:00 PM

9:30 PM

Radio Deluxe Live at the Linda

Tanglewood Piano Jazz

10:00 PM

Concerts from 
Tanglewood

10:30 PM

Mountain Stage

Living on Earth Selected Shorts

Whad'ya Know
This American 

Life
Beale Street 

Caravan

11:00 PM

11:30 PM
As It Happens

Tim Coakley 
Jazz Show Music from the 

Hearts of Space

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.onlyagame.org/
http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-roundtable.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-middaymag.html



