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On the Question of NPR and 
the Member Stations

Alan S. Chartock
WAMC President and C.E.O.

The news is not good. NPR is many, many millions 
of dollars in the hole. Twenty-three million dollars is 
a lot of money. To put it mildly, they were not 
prudent in their budgeting and I sent them a nicely 
worded note, suggesting that they not try to lay off 
their problems on WAMC or the other member 
stations. 

Just to remind you of the way that it works, we do 
not belong to them -- theoretically, they belong to 
us. In my opinion, their expansionism knew no 
limits. Instead of focusing on their core 
responsibility of putting out the best radio anywhere, 
they spent an inordinate amount of time and money 
looking for new revenue streams, platforms and 
technology. You will all remember when NPR 
scored that immense grant from Mrs. Kroc of 
McDonald’s fame. Two hundred million dollars! 

January Programming 
Notes
Ring in the New Year with Toast of the Nation…

David Galletly
WAMC Vice President, Programming

Happy New Year!  There are a number of things 
changing with the last digit of the year.  First 
among them is the answer to many listener 
comments. “Can’t I hear Vox Pop or the 
Roundtable at another time?”  Well the answer is 
yes, in addition to our podcasts of many of these 
programs we will now give you a second chance to 
hear them on the air.

Starting Monday, January 5 listen to a rebroadcast 
of each afternoon’s Vox Pop that night at 11 PM.
Similarly, also on that date we start a rebroadcast 
of the first two hours of The Roundtable at 
midnight. The newscasts will be live from the 
BBC but you will be able to hear the poll question, 
editor of the day, Congressional Corner and all 
those great interviews at this new alternate time.

Hiromi Uehara - on NPR’s “Toast of the Nation”

With the advent of HD Radio (the one you got as a 
holiday gift?) we will be able to offer listeners to 
WAMC-FM at 90.3 the opportunity to hear As It

continued on page 2

continued on page 3
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The member stations did not share in that largesse. Now the 
chickens have come home to roost. 

WAMC did anticipate this economic disaster and we’ve been 
squeezing dollars until the eagle screams. We have been 
collapsing jobs when anyone leaves. We have been cutting 
costs wherever possible and we have been praying that we 
don’t get hit with any emergencies. We have asked all of you 
to help out and many of you have put a little extra into the 
pot. Your words of support and generosity have been 
heartwarming. 
           
As you know, NPR has been advancing a scheme for years 
that would give their bureaucrats more control over policy. 
As it stands now, the majority of NPR board members are 
station managers. While many of them get “federalized” 
when they get to the NPR board and often forget who sent 
them, they are not so stupid as to give up control of the 
organization and when asked to vote on the proposition have 
stood up and said “no” to that awful idea. So now NPR is 
firing people. While that is certainly not unknown in these 
tough times, it might have been avoided had the NPR brass 
just sat on some of their ambitions for a while. They are 
putting money into a new and bigger building in Washington
since they seem to have outgrown their old headquarters. In 
effect, they just weren’t prudent. 
           
At one point NPR even asked to be allowed to come to our 
members and to ask our major contributors to give them 
money directly. Wait just a second! How can we afford to 
pay them (last year almost $700,000) if they are competing 
with us for the same contributory dollars? I hate seeing our 
colleagues at NPR being put out in the street. There are 
certain sacrifices that can and should be made. Here at 
WAMC we have all forgone raises so that everyone can 
continue to work. It may come to something else, but so far 
so good. You have come through at fund drive time and done 
your part and our wonderful underwriters have kept up their 
end. I have been thinking of writing an op-ed column for the 
Times or the Wall Street Journal which makes the case that it 
is the member stations where true contact with listeners 
occurs. This is where you get the local news and hear the 
local arts groups and performances. So why should the big 
national foundations be supporting NPR to the exclusion of 
the local stations? I am not arguing that Ford and others 
shouldn’t continue to support NPR but I am suggesting that it 
might be possible to set aside some money for support of 
some of the great work that is being done at the grass roots 
level.
          
In any case, let us all work together. NPR needs to do more 
for its members stations and not to compete with them. They 
have to remember who got them here and what the current 
successful model looks like.  – A.C.

THE LINDA 
WAMC’S PERFORMING ARTS STUDIO

JANUARY’S FEATURED PERFORMERS                                        

CHRIS SMITHER – JANUARY 23, 8PM

One year later – almost to the day - the great Chris 
Smither returns to The Linda for another evening 
of jaw dropping guitar work and songs that tug at 
your heart! Some artists continually reinvent 
themselves; others identify their muse early on and 
spend their careers single-mindedly pursuing it, 
remaining recognizably themselves through a 
career-long process of refinement, growth and 
discovery. Chris belongs to the latter group. If you 
caught him at The Linda last year, come hear what
Chris finds himself singing and playing these days! 

JANUARY AT THE LINDA

1/03 - The Lustre Kings Annual Elvis Birthday Bash
1/11 - Melissa Ferrick
1/14 - Dancing on the Air WAMC Live Broadcast!
1/15 - Food for Thought: Socially Relevant Cinema
1/16 - Steve Forbert
1/17 - Beatlemania Again!
1/22 - CRUMBS Nite Out
1/23 - Chris Smither
1/23 - Late movie: The Rocky Horror Picture Show
1/31 - Ernie Williams Birthday Party 

COMING IN FEBRUARY 

Willie Nile! 

Tickets and information:

www.TheLinda.org

Chartock continued from page 1
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Happens each evening at 6:30 PM as well as more of the 
BBC World Service starting at 11 PM.  The HD-2 channel is 
also available online at www.wamc.org and through a brand 
new service on iPhones.  You can find out more at 
wamc.org. 

Back to ringing in the New Year, we are pleased to bring 
back several holiday traditions.  Starting at 8 PM on New 
Year’s Eve its Toast of the Nation, a live jazz greeting of the 
new year in each time zone across the country.  The 
projected lineup includes the Dizzy Gillespie All-Star Big 
Band from the Kennedy Center in Washington DC, 
highlights of Marian McPartland’s 90th birthday concert at 
Lincoln Center.  Before midnight here on the east coast we’ll 
switch to JazzStandard in New York with the Mingus Big 
Band.  The Evan Christopher Quartet takes us through 
midnight Central Time from Donna’s Bar & Grill in New 
Orleans.  Pink Martini celebrates two times for the Mountain 
and Pacific zones with a performance at the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall in Los Angeles. We’ll stay on with the best in 
jazz through 5 AM.

At 9 AM on New Years Day tune in for We’ve Been Here 
Before with Charlie Warren as he weaves music into a 
reprise of 2008 events. Following that at 10 AM its time for 
the first skewering of the year by The Capitol Steps.  At 11 
AM we present the holiday tradition of New Years Live from 
Vienna. 

OK.  We heard from enough of you that we are bringing 
back a much appreciated special to round out New Years 
Day.  The White Album Listening Party elicited so much 
response you can hear it again at 1 PM.  This three hour 
extravaganza celebrates the 40th anniversary of the release of 
The Beatles classic album.  This is your last chance.  Make 
sure you set aside the time on Thursday, January 1, 2009 
from 1 to 4 PM.  Enjoy!

Until Next Time,
Good Listening!

January Programming Notes continued from page 1

WAMC-FM broadcasts 365 days a year to 
eastern New York and western New England on 
90.3 MHz.  Our studios and offices are in 
Albany, NY.

The WAMC transmitter is located atop Mount 
Greylock in Adams, MA. The WAMC-AM 
transmitter is located in Albany, NY. WAMK’s 
transmitter is located on Overlook Mountain, 
Woodstock, NY. The WCAN transmitter is 
located on Seebers Lane in Canajoharie, NY. The 
WANC transmitter is located on Mt. Defiance, 
Ticonderoga, NY. WOSR’s transmitter is located 
in Wurtsboro, NY. WAMQ transmits from the 
Catamount Ski Area in South Egremont, MA. 
WCEL’s transmitter is located in Plattsburgh, 
NY. 

Technical updates about our transmitters can 
be found at www.wamc.org/engineering.html

WAMC transmits on these FM and AM 
frequencies:
WAMC-FM 90.3 -  Albany, NY
WAMK-FM 90.9 -  Kingston, NY
WOSR-FM 91.7  - Middletown, NY
WCEL-FM 91.9  - Plattsburgh, NY
WCAN-FM 93.3  - Canajoharie, NY
WANC-FM 103.9  - Ticonderoga, NY
WAMQ-FM 105.1 - Great Barrington, MA
WAMC-AM 1400 -  Albany, NY
WRUN-FM 90.3 - Remsen, NY
WRUN-AM 1150  - Utica, NY
W280DJ, 103.9 - Beacon NY
W243BZ, 96.5  - Ellenville NY
W271BF, 102.1  - Highland NY
W246BJ 97.1  - Hudson, NY
W295AA, 106.9 - Middletown NY
W215BG, 90.9  - Milford PA
W299AG 107.7 -  Newburgh, NY
W205AJ 88.9  - Oneonta, NY
W257BL, 99.3 - Oneonta NY
W226AC 93.1  - Troy, NY
W296BD, 107.1  -  Warwick NY

Street mail:
WAMC
Box 66600
Albany, NY 12206-6600

E-mail address: mail@wamc.org. 
Our web address: www.wamc.org.

WAMC Wednesday Night Specials  - 8pm

12/31 - Albany Symphony Orchestra:  “Music of the 
Ballets” – Troy Savings Bank Music Hall

1/7 - CRUMBS Nite Out: Recorded during the regular 
October and November CRUMBS gatherings at the Linda. 
Musical guests Bryan Thomas and The Kite Room 

1/14 - Dancing on the Air: More live music and fun from 
Jay and Molly

1/21 - Dan Hicks and His Hot Licks: A concert 
recording from the legendary singer/songwriter and his group. 
Recorded June 22, 2008 at the Linda.

1/28 - Albany Symphony Orchestra: “Rising Stars” –
Palace Theatre, Albany.
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WAMC Program Schedule at a Glance

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

12:00 AM

12:30 AM

BBC World 
Service

1:00 AM

The Roundtable

2:00 AM BBC World Service
Jazz After Hours

Jazz After Hours

5:00 AM
BBC World 

Service

5:30 AM
Legislative 

Gazette

6:00 AM

6:30 AM
Living on Earth

BBC World 
Service

7:00 AM

7:30 AM
Only A Game

Marketplace 
Money

8:00 AM

8:30 AM

Morning Edition

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

Weekend 
Edition

10:00 AM

10:30 AM
Car Talk

Weekend 
Edition Sunday

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

The Roundtable

Wait Wait... 
Don't Tell Me!

Selected Shorts

12:00 PM

12:30 PM
Midday Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

1:00 PM

1:30 PM
Car Talk

Alternative 
Radio

Speakers 
Corner

WAMC 
Conversation 

with...
Word for Word Le Show

2:00 PM

2:30 PM
Vox Pop

WAMC 
Bluegrass Time

3:00 PM
The Media 

Project
The Book Show 51%

The Health 
Show

The Best of Our 
Knowledge

3:30 PM WAMC Northeast Report

Metropolitan 
Opera 

(see page 20)

4:00 PM

4:30 PM

This American 
Life

A Prairie Home 
Companion

5:00 PM

5:30 PM

All Things Considered

All Things Considered

6:00 PM WAMC Northeast Report
The Media 

Project

6:30 PM Marketplace
The Health 

Show

7:00 PM

7:30 PM
Fresh Air

A Prairie Home 
Companion

The Thistle and 
Shamrock

8:00 PM
The Best of Our 

Knowledge
51%

Legislative 
Gazette

8:30 PM In Our Backyard The Book Show
Capitol 

Connection

Afropop 
Worldwide

9:00 PM

9:30 PM

Radio Deluxe

Live at the Linda
/ Albany 

Symphony 
Orchestra

 (see page 21) Marketplace 
Money

Piano Jazz

10:00 PM

The Hudson 
River Sampler

10:30 PM

Mountain Stage

Living on Earth Selected Shorts

Whad'ya Know
This American 

Life
Beale Street 

Caravan

11:00 PM

11:30 PM
Vox Pop

Tim Coakley 
Jazz Show Music from the 

Hearts of Space

http://www.wamc.org/prog-roundtable.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.onlyagame.org/
http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-roundtable.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-middaymag.html
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Program Descriptions

Afropop Worldwide
Sundays, 8–9pm
George Collinet hosts this mix of world music from Africa, the Caribbean 
and the Americas. Tapes are not available. Phone: (718) 398-2733. E-mail:
afropop@aol.com. Web: www.afropop.org

All Things Considered
Weeknights, 4–6:00pm
Saturdays and Sundays, 5–6pm
Tapes and transcripts are available. Phone: (877) 677-8398. E-mail:
atc@npr.org (weekend e-mail: watc@npr.org). Web:
www.npr.org/programs

Alternative Radio
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

BBC World Service
Weekdays, 2–5am
Saturdays, 5–5:30am and Sundays, 5–7am
The latest news from the BBC. Tapes are not available.

BBC The World Today
Tuesday-Saturday, 12midnight–1am
The latest news from the BBC. E-mail: world services.letters@bbc.co.uk. 
Web: www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice

Beale Street Caravan
Sundays, 10–11pm
Produced in The Home of the Blues - Memphis, Tennessee -   Heartfelt 
sounds and colorful stories of the Blues and its music makers. Phone: (901) 
527-4666. E-mail: info@bealestreetcaravan.com. Web:
www.bealestreetcaravan.com

The Best of Our Knowledge
Mondays, 8:05–8:30pm; Repeated Fridays at 3pm; Repeated Saturdays at 
1:30pm on WAMC AM 1400
Glenn Busby hosts this look at the latest developments in the halls of  
academe. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262. E-mail:
knowledge@wamc.org. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-tbook.html /

The Book Show
Tuesdays, 3:05–3:30pm
Repeated Thursdays at 8:30pm
Gretchen Gerzina hosts this weekly half-hour of literary interviews with 
acclaimed authors. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262. E-mail:
book@wamc.org. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-bookshow.html

The Capitol Connection
Fridays, 8:30–9pm
Repeated Saturdays at 1pm
Alan Chartock’s weekly talk with political notables. Tapes/CD’s are $10. 
Phone: (800) 323-9262. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-capitol.html

Car Talk
Saturdays, 10–11am
Repeated Mondays at 1pm
Tom and Ray Magliozzi tell you what ails your car. To be on the program, 
call (888) 227-8255. Phone: (888) 227-5865 or write to Car Talk, PO Box 
3500, Harvard Sq., Cambridge, MA 02238. Web: www.cartalk.cars.com

Chautauqua Lectures
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

Commonwealth Club
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

Dancing on the Air
2nd Wednesday of the month, 8–10pm
Jay Ungar and Molly Mason host live folk music from the Linda. Tapes are 
not available. Call (518) 465-5233, x4.

Earth & Sky
Weekdays, 9:45am
Each day, Deborah Byrd and Joel Block discuss popular science subjects 
that affect our everyday lives. Phone: (512) 480-8773. Write to PO Box 
1965, Austin, TX 78767. Web: www.earthsky.com

Albany Symphony Orchestra
Concerts air on the 4th  Wednesday of the month.

See this month’s ASO broadcast schedule on 
page 3 (WAMC Wednesday Specials.) 
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51%
Thursdays, 8:05–8:30pm
Repeated Wednesdays at 3:05pm
WAMC’s Susan Barnett explores important issues of particular interest to 
women. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800)323-9262. E-mail:
51@wamc.org. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-51.html

Fresh Air
Weekdays, 7–8pm
Hosted by Terry Gross, this daily interview and features program provides a 
fresh look at contemporary culture. Tapes and transcripts are $23.45. 
Phone: (877) 213-7374. Write to Fresh Air, Independence Mall West, 150 
N. 6th Street,  Philadelphia, PA 19106. E-mail: freshair@whyy. org. Web:
www.npr.com

The Health Show
Thursdays, 3:05–3:30pm
Repeated Sundays at 6:30pm
Bob Barrett and Dr. Nina Sax present news and features important for your 
good health. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262. E-mail:
bbarrett@wamc.org. Web: www.healthshow.org

Hudson River Sampler
Saturdays, 8–10:30pm
Wanda Fischer hosts a program of the very best folk, bluegrass and blues 
music. Tapes are not available. Playlists are available at: 
www.wamc.org/prog-hudson.html

In Our Backyard
Mondays, 8:30–9pm
Repeated Saturdays at 1:30pm
Dr. Ward Stone, distinguished wildlife pathologist with the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation is the creative director and host 
of this weekly half-hour environmental program that specifically focuses on 
our region. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262.

Jazz After Hours
Saturdays, 1–5am
Sundays, 12midnight–5am
Jim Wilke hosts this program of jazz recordings. Write to c/o Public Radio 
International, 100 North Sixth Street, Suite 900A, Minneapolis, MN 55403. 
E-mail: jim@jazzafterhours.org. Web: www.jazz afterhours.org

Legislative Gazette
Fridays, 8:05–8:30pm
Repeated Saturdays at 5:30am
The WAMC news team takes you inside New York State government. 
Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone:  (800)323-9262. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-
gazette.html

Le Show
Sundays, 1–2pm
Hosted by Harry Shearer, this weekly show takes a humorous and satirical 
look at the news. Web: www.harryshearer.com/news/le_show/

Living on Earth
Saturdays, 6:05–7am
Repeated Tuesdays at 10pm
A weekly environmental news and information program hosted by Steve 
Curwood. Phone: (800) 218-9988. E-mail: letters@loe.org. Web:
www.loe. org

Marian McPartland’s Piano Jazz
Sundays, 9–10pm
Jazz musicians share music with Marian McPartland. Certain CDs are 
available. Phone: (803) 737-3286. Write to c/o Southern Carolina ETV, 
1101 George Rogers Boulevard, Columbia, SC 29201 E-mail:
pj@scetv.org. Web: www.npr.org/programs

Marketplace
Weekday mornings, 7:50–8am and 8:50am
Weekday evenings, 6:30–7pm
Marketplace AM highlights overnight developments in the business world; 
David Brancaccio rounds up the day’s developments. Tapes are $15. 
Phone: (213) 621-3500. Write to 261 So. Figueroa Street, Suite 200, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012. E-mail: letters @marketplace.org. Web:
www.marketplace. publicradio.org

Marketplace Money
Sundays, 7–8am
Repeated Fridays at 9pm
Host Kai Ryssdal looks at the week’s major national and international 
stories that will impact the average listener’s wallet. Phone: (800) 228-
7123. Web: www.marketplacemoney.org

The Media Project
Sundays, 6pm
Repeated Mondays at 3:05pm
An inside look at media coverage of current events, with Alan Chartock, 
Daily Freeman Publisher Ira Fusfeld, and WTEN TV Anchor Elisa Streeter 
with host Rex Smith, Times Union Editor. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone:
(800) 323-9262. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-media.html

Midday Magazine
Weekdays, 12noon–1pm
Brian Shields anchors an hour of regional and    national news, weather and 
features. Tapes are not available. Web:  www.wamc.org/prog-
middaymag.html

Midday Saturday
Saturdays, 12 noon–1pm
Host Bob Barrett brings you the best of WAMC news. Tapes are not 
available.

Midday Sunday
Sundays, 12noon–1pm
Host Bob Barrett brings you the best of WAMC news. Tapes are not 
available.
Morning Edition
Weekdays, 5–9am
NPR and WAMC’s David Guistina bring you regional and national news 
and features. Tapes are available. Phone: (877) 677-8398. E-mail:
morning@npr.org. Web: www.wamc.org/morning. html

Mountain Stage
Mondays, 9–11pm
Performances by contemporary folk, rock, and   country artists. Write to 
West Virginia Public Radio, 600 Capitol St., Charleston, WV 25301. 
Phone: (800) 521-2112. E-mail: larry@mountainstage.org. Web:
www.mountainstage.org

Music from the Hearts of Space
Sundays, 11pm–12midnight
Stephen Hill offers ethereal late-night listening. Phone: (415) 499-9902. To 
order CD’s call (212) 974-9400 ext. 14. E-mail: help@hos.com. Web:
www.hos.com

National Press Club
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

Nature Watch
Weekdays, 8:19am
Bob Kantor shares interesting facts about the      environment. Write c/o 
Finger Lakes Productions International, Inc., 119 South Cayuga Street, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. Phone: (607) 275-9400. Web: www. naturewatch.com

Only a Game
Saturdays, 7–8am
Nationally known author and veteran NPR  commentator, Bill Littlefield, 
explores sports at all levels. Tapes are available. Phone: (800) 909-9287. 
E-mail: oag@wbur.bu.edu. Web: www.onlya game.org

Coming up on Piano Jazz:

1/05 -  Dick Sudhalter - on Bix Beiderbecke
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Paul Caiano’s WAMC Regional Forecast
Weekdays, 6:53am and 12:25pm
Listen to Paul Caiano’s WAMC Regional forecast, updated every weekday 
morning. Paul Caiano is a meteorologist at WNYT Newschannel 13.

Performance Place
Weekdays, 11:23–11:57am
Live, single artist, in-depth concert/interview program, featuring an eclectic 
mix of “The Music of Our Time.” E-mail: performance place@wamc.org. 
Web: www.wamc.org/prog-performance.html

A Prairie Home Companion
Saturdays, 6–8pm
Repeated Sundays from 3–5pm
Monologues, skits, and more, hosted by Garrison Keillor. Write to Prairie 
Home Productions, LLC, 611 Frontenac Place, St. Paul, MN 55104. Phone:
(800) 228-7123. E-mail: phc@mpr. org. Web:
www.prairiehome.publicradio.org

Pulse of the Planet
Weekdays, 11:20am
Weekends, 8:35am
A two-minute sound portrait of Planet Earth, tracking the rhythms of 
nature, culture and science. Write to Pulse of the Planet, PO Box 344, 
Accord, NY 12404. E-mail: pulse@igc.org. Web: www.pulseplanet.com

Radio Deluxe
Saturdays, 2–4pm
Tuesdays 8-10pm
Singer/guitarist John Pizzarelli  takes listeners on a 2-hour tour through the 
great American songbook. Web: www.radiodeluxe.com

The Roundtable
Weekdays, 9am–12noon – repeated Midnight – 2am
Joe Donahue and rotating co-hosts offer this mix of news, interviews and 
more. Featuring Performance Place. Tapes are not available. Web:
http://www.wamc.org/prog-roundtable.html

Selected Shorts
Sundays, 11am–12noon
Repeated Wednesdays at 10pm
A match of Oscar and Tony Award winning actors with short stories by 
contemporary and classic    authors. Tapes are available. Phone: (212) 864-
1414, ext. 206. E-mail: shorts@symphonyspace.org. Web:
www.symphonyspace.org

Science Forum
Every other Thursday, 2–3pm
A question and answer forum between school groups and a panel of 
scientists. If you know of a class that would like to participate, call (800) 
323-9262.

Star Date
Weekdays, 5:06am and 12:45pm
Weekends, 10:27pm
Your source for astronomical information and current events. From the 
University of Texas at Austin McDonald Observatory. Call (512) 471-5285. 
Web: www.stardate.org

Tanglewood – Boston Symphony Orchestra Concerts
Fridays and Saturdays at 8:30pm 
Sundays at 2pm 
Throughout July and August   Concertrs will not air on WCEL, WRUN or 
WAMC-AM.  Those stations will air our regular program scheudle. Web:
www.bso.org

This American Life
Fridays, 10–11pm
Repeated Saturdays at 4pm
Ira Glass hosts this weekly suite of radio storytelling. Tapes are available. 
Phone: (312) 948-4600 (info.)/(312) 948-4680 (orders). E-mail:
web@thislife.org. Web: www.thislife.org

The Thistle and Shamrock
Sundays, 7–8pm
Celtic music and culture are presented by Scotswoman Fiona Ritchie. Tapes 
are not available. Phone: (704) 321-3293. E-mail: thistle@npr.org. Web:
www. npr.org

The Tim Coakley Jazz Show
Saturdays, 10:30pm–12midnight
A mixture of jazz old and new, hosted by WAMC’s Tim Coakley. Tapes 
are not available. Playlists:  www.wamc.org/prog-coakley.html

Vox Pop
Weekdays, 2–3pm
WAMC’s live, daily call-in program exploring a variety of issues. Tapes 
are not available. Phone: (800) 348-2551. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-
voxpop.html

Wait, Wait...Don’t Tell Me
Saturdays, 11am–12noon
A weekly hour-long quiz program, hosted by Peter Sagal, with Carl Kasell 
as official judge and scorekeeper. Each week listeners test their knowledge 
against some of the best and brightest in the news and entertainment world 
while figuring out what’s real news and what’s made up. Phone: (202) 513-
3232. E-mail: waitwait@npr.org

WAMC Bluegrass Time
Sundays, 2–3pm
Nick Barr hosts this blend of bluegrass music,   featuring the classics from 
the masters all the way to the current “hits”.  Playlists:  
www.wamc.org/prog-bluegrass.html

WAMC Northeast Report
Morning Edition – Weekdays, 6:50–7:10am
Early Edition – Weekdays, 3:30–4pm
Late Edition – Weekdays, 6–6:30pm
The latest in news and information  featuring reports from WAMC’s bureau 
chiefs along with commentary, interviews, national and international news 
and the weather forecast. Web:  www.wamc.org/prog-northeast.html

WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner
Tuesday-Friday, 1–2pm
Nationally known speakers appear on these programs: Alternative Radio, 
the Chautauqua    Lectures, the Commonwealth Club of California, and the 
National Press Club. For Alternative Radio tapes write to PO Box 551, 
Boulder, CO 80306, call (800) 444-1977 or visit www.alternativeradio.org. 
For Chautauqua Lectures call (716) 357-2151 or visit bookstore.ciweb.org. 
For Commonwealth Club call (800) 933-7548 or visit www.commonwealth 
club.org. For National Press Club call (888) 343-1940 or visit 
www.npc.press.org.    

Weekend Edition
Saturdays, 8–10am
Sundays, 8–11am

Alternate Programming
The Tavis Smiley Show
A unique blend of news and newsmakers in expanded 
conversations on a variety of topics — all with a special 
focus on Black America.

Saturdays 2-4pm on WAMC-AM 1400 and 1150AM
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Scott Simon with Weekend Edition Saturday, Liane Hansen with Weekend 
Edition Sunday, and WAMC’s Bob Barrett, bring you the latest news from 
NPR. Phone: (877) 677-8398. Comment Line: (202) 842-3522. Saturday 
E-mail: wesat@npr.org; Sunday E-mail: wesun@npr.org  Saturday Web:
www.npr.org/programs/wesat/ 
Sunday Web: www.npr.org/programs/wesun/

Whad’ya Know?
Thursdays, 9–11pm
Host Michael Feldman presides over an evening of fun and games. Tapes 
are $18. Phone: (303) 823-8000 (Hotline: 800-942-5669). Web:
www.notmuch.com

Word for the Wise
Weekdays, 7:37am and 3:58pm
Give Kathleen Taylor two minutes of your time as she opens the books on 
one of America’s favorite topics — language. Transcripts are available. E-
mail: wftw@aol.com. Web: www.merriam-webster. com/cgi-bin/wftw.pl

Writer’s Almanac
Weekdays, 8:33am and 10:25am
Saturdays and Sundays, 12:45pm
Garrison Keillor shares literary works from around the world. Tapes and 
Transcripts are not available. Phone:(800)228-7123. Web:
www.writersalmanac. publicradio.org

January Events Calendar
Theater, Concerts and Dance

Capital Repertory Theater - The Oxford Roof 
Climbers Rebellion. Regional Premiere! A fictionalized story 
of the friendship of poet Robert Graves and T.E. Lawrence, also 

known as Lawrence of Arabia, that began at Oxford University 
after WWI.  Having survived the war and suffering “shell shock” 
the two resolve to return to the frivolous days of undergraduate 
rebellion, enacting pranks in an attempt to shatter the notion that 
war is noble and its victims are heroes.  As their ideas gain 
momentum, Lawrence’s nemesis, the British Foreign Secretary 
Lord Curzon, sees seeds of sedition and tries to stop the Rebellion 
before it has tragic ends. Tuesday, January 20 through Friday, 
February 6, times vary. Admission varies. Call (518) 445-7469 or 
visit www.capitalrep.org.

The Egg - Rockapella.  In the 1990s, Rockapella successfully 
modernized the art of a cappella performing, texturing their rich 
five-part vocals with elements of rock, jazz, RB and doo-wop –
today they remain the undisputed kings of contemporary a cappella 
music. Friday, January 9, 8pm. Admission $29.50. Call 518-473-
1845 or visit www.theegg.org.

Mahawie – Johnny Winter. For over 30 years, Johnny 
Winter has been a guitar hero without equal. Constantly shifting 
between simple country blues in the vein of Robert Johnson, to all-
out electric slide guitar blues-rock, Johnny has always been one of 
the most respected singers and guitar players in rock and the clear 
link between British blues-rock and American Southern rock (a la 
the Allman Brothers and Lynyrd Skynyrd.) Friday, January 23 at 
8pm. Members $34, nonmembers $39. Call (413) 528-6415 or visit 
www.mahawie.org.

Proctor’s Theatre - Igor. Mainstage Movie. Determined to 
prove he can create his own diabolical invention, a mad scientist’s 
nice-guy assistant, Igor, creates a female Franken-monster who 
sings show tunes. This animated comedy is rated PG for some 
thematic elements, scary images, action and mild language. 
Saturday, January 3 at 2pm, Sunday, January 4 at 2, 4:15, 
6:30pm.Adults $3, seventeen and under $2. Call (518) 346-6204 or 
visit www.proctors.org.

Old Songs- Nua. A quintet comprised of some of America’s 
most talented, young musicians, Bua ('innate gift' in Irish Gaelic) 
has been described by Irish Music Magazine as “the essence of a 
superb band,” their sound “a throwback to the playing of the 1960s 
and 1970s, keeping the music down the path of tradition.” The 
Chicago band has quickly risen to the status of America’s premier 
traditional Irish music ensemble. Friday, January 9, 8pm. 
Admission $20, twelve and under $5. Call (518) 756-2815 or visit 
www.oldsongs.org.

Exhibitions

The Hyde Collection - California Impressionism: Paintings 
from The Irvine Museum. Includes sixty stunning paintings of 
California Impressionist art. Impressionism found fertile ground in 
California in the early twentieth century. Known as the "The Land 
of Sunshine" with its temperate climate and remarkable landscape, 
California was a popular locale for painters who worked en plein 
air, or out of doors, seeking to infuse their work with intense light 
and color. The artists comprising this group include Maurice 
Braun, Anna Hills, Edgar A. Payne,  William Wendt and several 
other noted painters of this period. Through January 18. Admission 
free. Call (518) 792-1761 or visit www.hydecollection.org.

Normal Rockwell Museum - Over the Top: American 
Posters of World War I. A vibrant exhibition of illustrated 
posters which served to inspire public support during World War I.

TELL US WHAT YOU THINK!

Do you have opinions about the programs you 
hear on WAMC? You can share them on our 
Listener Comment Line at (800) 695-9170.
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WAMC Underwriters 
Directory

Accounting Services

Laurie A. Stillwell CPA PC
Saratoga Springs, NY
(518) 584-0109

UHY Advisors, Inc.
Albany, NY
(518) 449-3166
www.uhy.com 

Alternative Energy &
Generators

Advanced Radiant Design
Stone Ridge, NY
(845) 687-0044
www.radiant-design.com

Hudson Valley Clean Energy
Rhinebeck, NY
(845) 876-3767
www.hvce.com

Solar Generation
Woodstock, NY
(845) 679-6997
www.solargeneration.net

Sundog Solar at Solaqua Power & Art
Chatham, NY
(518) 392-4000
www.sundogsolar.net

Alternative Medicine

The Acupuncture Office
Latham, NY
(518) 785-8999
www.theacupunctureoffice.net

Architectural, Engineering & 
Contractors

Alfandre Architecture
New Paltz, NY
(845) 255-4774
www.alfandre.com

AMHS, Inc.: Architectural Mouldings, 
Hardwoods & Supplies
Montgomery, NY
(845) 457-1494
www.amhs.biz

architecture+ 
Capitol Region
(518) 272-4481
www.aplususa.com

The Chazen Companies
Poughkeepsie, Newburgh, Troy, Glens 
Falls, NY
888- 539-9073
www.chazencompanies.com

Mosaic Associates, Formerly DCLW 
Architects
East Greenbush, NY
(518) 479-4000
www.mosaicaa.com

Vermont Timber and Frames
Cambridge, NY
(866) 677-8860
www.vtf.com

Art, Crafts & Woodworking

20th Century Illuminations
New Salem, MA
(978) 544-2247
www.20thcenturyilluminations.com

Antique & Vintage Woods of America
Pine Plains, NY
(518) 398-0048
www.antiqueandvintagewoods.com

Gloversville Sewing Center
Gloversville, NY
(518) 725-4919
www.gloversvillesewingcenter.com

Sheffield Pottery, Inc.
Sheffield, MA
(888) 774-2529
www.americanmadepottery.com

Two Spruce Pottery
Schenectady, NY 
(518) 393-5011
http://www.twospruce.com/

Associations, Agencies, 
Societies & Non-Profits

Capital District Celtic Cultural 
Association
Troy, NY
518-479-1029
www.cdcca.org

Capital District Planners Association
A Section of the New York Upstate 
Chapter
of the American Planning Association
Slingerlands, NY
(518) 458-2161
www.cdpaplanning.org

The Franklin Land Trust
Shelburne Falls, MA
(413) 625-9152
www.franklinlandtrust.org

The Harold Grinspoon Foundation
West Springfield, MA
(413) 439-1982
www.jewishlegacywesternmass.org

Kent Chamber of Commerce
Kent, CT
(860) 927-1463
www.kentct.org

Lark Street Business Improvement 
District

Albany, NY
(518) 434-3861
www.larkstreet.org 

The Marian Fathers & Brothers at the 
National Shrine of the Divine Mercy
Stockbridge, MA
(413)-298-3931
www.thedivinemercy.org

New York Folklore Society
Gallery of New York Folk Art
Schenectady, NY 
(518) 346-7008
www.nyfolklore.org

NYSCASA - New York State Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault
Albany, NY
(518) 482-4222
www.nyscasa.org

Saratoga Bridges
Ballston Spa, NY
(518) 587-0723
saratogabridges.org

Southern Adirondack Tobacco Free 
Coalition
Saratoga Springs, NY
(518)581-1230
tobaccofreeadirondacks.org

Audio-Video Products &
Services

HAVE, Incorporated
Hudson, NY
(800) 999-HAVE
http://www.haveinc.com/

Automotive

Armory Automotive Family
Nissan, Chrysler, Suzuki
Albany, NY 
(518)482-3381
www.armoryauto.com

Capital Cities Imported Cars
Glenmont, NY
1-800-640-3434
www.capitalcitiesbmw.com
www.capitalcitiesvw.com

Keeler BMW
Latham, NY 
(866) 251-1395
www.keeler.com/bmw/index.asp

Keeler Honda
Latham, NY 
(866) 251-1395
www.keeler.com/honda/index.asp

Keeler Jaguar
Latham, NY 
(866) 251-1395
www.keeler.com/jag/index.asp

Keeler Land Rover
Latham, NY 




