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Artie Traum 1943-2008
Alan S. Chartock
WAMC President and C.E.O.

Artie Traum has passed. He was a member of the 
WAMC family and a huge part of my life. He and 
his brother, Happy, were staples of WAMC 
programming for years with their program, Bring It 
On Home. Once a month, Artie and Happy 
schlepped up the Thruway from Woodstock to host a 
program featuring musicians of their own class, the 
best in the world.  An intimate family of Woodstock 
musicians formed the nucleus of their group and 
they all did it for love. 

Then, as now, WAMC functioned under fierce 
financial constraints. Their generosity exceeded all 
reasonable expectations and when they just couldn't 
do it any longer, they left the fold.  But they were 
always there for us -- all we had to do was ask and 
they showed up to help out, whether it was a fund 
drive or a special performance at the Linda. 

I first met Artie at Hunter College in the Bronx (now

August Programming Notes
Our election coverage kicks into high gear…

David Galletly
WAMC Vice President, Programming

You asked for it, you now have it.  Radio Deluxe 
with John Pizzarelli now has a permanent time 
slot.  Tuesday evenings at 8 PM you can now hear 
the finest in jazz.  Radio Deluxe will maintain its 
Saturday 2 PM slot as well until the Metropolitan 
Opera broadcasts resume in December.  To 
accommodate the change, Living on Earth has slid 
back one hour to Tuesday night at 10 PM and 
Selected Shorts has moved to Wednesdays at 10 
PM.

As this month begins we are pleased to bring you 
an exciting new service. In association with NPR, 
our new NPR Mobile from WAMC service rolls 
out on the first day of this month.  The latest 
regional news from WAMC and national news 
from NPR is now available on your phone.  The 
service will include links to hourly news from 
NPR and regional news updates from WAMC as 
well as other things like the Wait, Wait Don’t Tell 
Me quiz.  Point your web enabled mobile phone or 
PDA to wamc.npr.org or call 518-641-1940 from 
any phone.

Barack Obama  / John McCain

continued on page 2

continued on page 3
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Lehman). I don't know how we met but it 
probably had something to do with folk singing. 
As a fledgling, very bad banjo player, I was (then 
and now) devoted to the music of Pete Seeger and 
the Weavers.  In those days, you couldn't be the 
head of any club at Hunter unless you had a B 
average so I was recruited to be the President of 
the Hunter College Folk Singing Society -- at least 
I think that's what the name was. We started to put 
on hootenannies which were incredibly successful 
and huge numbers of people showed up. I suspect 
that's where I first heard the amazing Artie Traum. 
Anyway, we became friends.  We’d sit on the 
lawn at Hunter and Artie would show me things 
on the banjo and between Artie and Pete's book, 
"How to Play the Five String Banjo," I learned 
some stuff.  I'm still learning and still playing. 
Thanks to Artie, I can frail and up-pick and 
double-thumb and do some Scruggs style picking. 

   
Artie Traum

There used to be this lady at Hunter in the late 
fifties and early sixties known as “The Necker 
Checker.”  She’d walk around and separate girls 
and boys who were too close. Artie would see her 
doing her work on the lawn and seethe about her 
infringement of civil liberties. Even in those days, 
he was quite a civil libertarian. But, as all good 
things must come to an end, one day Artie told me 
he was transferring to City College. I was 
heartbroken. I asked him why he was deserting 
Hunter and he answered that “City was where all 
the communists are.” So off he went. 

While we were still at Hunter, my friend Steve 
"Jewels" Perl and I formed a non-profit 

organization and started to put on concerts. We 
did one at what was then “Little Carnegie Hall.”  
We rented the space and sold tickets. My 
academic average plunged but the concert was 
sold out. One of the groups we featured was “The 
B-Flat Stompers” with Artie Traum, Larry 
Sandberg and Mike Meeropol. Mike is an 
outstanding economist and chair of the Economics 
Department at Western New England College. He 
is also the son of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. 
Most of us had no idea, but every time Artie 
would announce, “We learned this song from 
Mike Meeropol,” there would be a collective 
intake of breath from certain segments of the 
crowd.

We did a second concert with Oscar Brand at 
Hunter College (downtown) in that giant 
auditorium. Artie and Happy were there and they 
were terrific. Then I didn't see either of them for 
years. They performed at Newport and all over the 
country with the likes of Bob Dylan.  They 
relocated to Woodstock and the rest is history. 

One day, I ran into Artie on the Amtrak to Albany 
and asked him if he'd do a regular show on 
WAMC.  He agreed and Bring It On Home was 
born. Just before he died, I was in touch with 
Artie. He was heading down to Maryland in a last 
ditch effort to figure out if there was a cure for his 
cancer. The last thing he said was, “I love you and 
Roselle.” And we, of course, loved Artie. – A.C.

            
Happy and Artie Traum

Chartock continued from page 1
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T H E  L I N D A  – W A M C ’ S P E R F O R M I N G  

A R T S  S T U D I O

AUGUST’S FEATURED PERFORMER:                                                            

THE GOURDS – AUGUST 27, 8PM

AUSTIN, TEXAS' THE GOURDS HAVE NEVER BEEN MUCH ON 

SENTIMENT. SINCE THE BAND STARTED DEFINING GOURDS MUSIC,
THEY HAVE CHUGGED THROUGH AMERICA FUELED BY MUSIC AND A 

NEAR-PATHOLOGICAL NEED FOR A GOOD TIME. AND WHILE 

SONGWRITERS KEVIN RUSSELL AND JIMMY SMITH HAVE WRITTEN THE 

MOST DENSE, REFERENCE-LADEN COUNTRY SONGS OF THE LAST 10
YEARS ,THEY HAVE, FOR THE MOST PART, SHIED AWAY FROM THE

TEAR-IN-MY-BEER BALLADS THAT MADE COUNTRY MUSIC A 

COMMERCIAL POWERHOUSE OVER THE LAST 50 YEARS.

A U G U S T S C H E D U L E  A T  T H E  L I N D A

August

8/19 - Rasputina

8/27 - The Gourds

8/28 - Crumbs Nite Out at The Linda

Tickets and information: http://www.TheLinda.org

With the primaries finally behind us we turn this 
month to the fall campaign to elect the next 
President of the United States.  The action begins 
with the Democratic National Convention in 
Denver starting on Monday on August 25. WAMC 
and NPR will provide live coverage of each 
evening session through Thursday the 28.  That 
will be followed the next week as the Republican 

National Convention begins in St. Paul on Monday 
September 1.

We have plans to be covering all the events 
leading up to Election Day, November 4.  This will 
include each Presidential and the Vice Presidential 
debates.  And plan to be with us as the votes come 
in on Election Night.
           
Our season of live broadcasts at Tanglewood 
concludes this month but not before the annual 
special Tanglewood on Parade concert on Tuesday 
August 5 at 8:30 PM.  Until the end of the month 
be sure to tune in each Friday and Saturday 
evening at 8:30 PM and Sunday afternoon at 2 as 
the glorious music that the Boston Symphony 
brings our way comes to you live.

Until Next Time,
Good Listening!

August Programming Notes continued from page 1

August Tanglewood Broadcasts on WAMC *

Friday and Saturdays at 8:30pm - Sundays at 2pm

Fri. 8/1:  Ravel, Chausson, Saint-Saens, Mussogrsky

Sat: 8/2:  Tchaikovsky: Eugene Onegin

Sun: 8/3:  Albeniz, Lalo, Rachmaninoff

Tues: 8/5:  “Tanglewood On Parade”

Fri. 8/8:  All Mozart Program

Sat. 8/9: All Mozart Program

Sun. 8/10: All Mozart Program

Fri. 8/15: Berlioz, Saint-Saens

Sat. 8/16: Glinka, Khachaturian, Prokofiev

Sun. 8/17: Ravel, Bruch and Rimsky-Korsakov

Fri. 8/22: All-Beethoven Program

Sat. 8/23: All-Beethoven Program

Sun. 8/24: Beethoven Symphony No. 9

* WCEL, WRUN and WAMC-AM air regular schedule
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Program Schedule at a Glance

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

12:00 AM

12:30 AM

BBC World 
Service

1:00 AM

2:00 AM

3:00 AM

4:00 AM

BBC World Service

Jazz After Hours

Jazz After Hours

5:00 AM
BBC World 

Service

5:30 AM
Legislative 

Gazette

6:00 AM

6:30 AM
Living on Earth

BBC World 
Service

7:00 AM

7:30 AM
Only A Game

Marketplace 
Money

8:00 AM

8:30 AM

Morning Edition

9:00 AM

9:30 AM

Weekend 
Edition

10:00 AM

10:30 AM
Car Talk

Weekend 
Edition Sunday

11:00 AM

11:30 AM

The Roundtable

Wait Wait... 
Don't Tell Me!

Selected Shorts

12:00 PM

12:30 PM
Midday Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

Midday 
Magazine

1:00 PM
The Capitol 
Connection

1:30 PM

Car Talk
Alternative 

Radio
Speakers 

Corner

WAMC 
Conversation 

with...
Word for Word

In Our Backyard

Le Show

2:00 PM

2:30 PM
Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Vox Pop Tanglewood

3:00 PM
The Media 

Project
The Book Show 51%

The Health 
Show

The Best of Our 
Knowledge

3:30 PM WAMC Northeast Report

Radio Deluxe

4:00 PM

4:30 PM

This American 
Life

Concerts from 
Tanglewood

5:00 PM

5:30 PM

All Things Considered

All Things Considered

6:00 PM WAMC Northeast Report
The Media 

Project

6:30 PM Marketplace
The Health 

Show

7:00 PM

7:30 PM
Fresh Air

A Prairie Home 
Companion

The Thistle and 
Shamrock

8:00 PM
The Best of Our 

Knowledge
51%

Legislative 
Gazette

The Hudson 
River Sampler

8:30 PM In Our Backyard The Book Show Tanglewood

Afropop 
Worldwide

9:00 PM

9:30 PM

Radio Deluxe Live at the Linda

Tanglewood Piano Jazz

10:00 PM

Concerts from 
Tanglewood

10:30 PM

Mountain Stage

Living on Earth Selected Shorts

Whad'ya Know
This American 

Life
Beale Street 

Caravan

11:00 PM

11:30 PM
As It Happens

Tim Coakley 
Jazz Show Music from the 

Hearts of Space

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/index.shtml
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.jazzafterhours.org/
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.loe.org/index.php
http://www.onlyagame.org/
http://www.npr.org/programs/morning/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/wesat/index.html
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://cartalk.cars.com/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-roundtable.html
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.npr.org/programs/waitwait/
http://www.wamc.org/prog-middaymag.html
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Program Descriptions

Afropop Worldwide
Sundays, 8–9pm
George Collinet hosts this mix of world music from Africa, the Caribbean 
and the Americas. Tapes are not available. Phone: (718) 398-2733. E-mail:
afropop@aol.com. Web: www.afropop.org

All Things Considered
Weeknights, 4–6:00pm
Saturdays and Sundays, 5–6pm
Tapes and transcripts are available. Phone: (877) 677-8398. E-mail:
atc@npr.org (weekend e-mail: watc@npr.org). Web:
www.npr.org/programs

Alternative Radio
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

As It Happens
Weeknights, 11pm–12midnight
A nightly international newsmagazine from the  Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation (CBC) that  covers major stories from around the world and 
regularly focuses on important Canadian news. Phone: (416) 205-2600. E-
mail: aih@toronto.cbc. ca. Web: www.radio.cbc.ca/programs/asithappens

BBC World Service
Weekdays, 1–5am
Saturdays, 5–5:30am and Sundays, 5–7am
The latest news from the BBC. Tapes are not  available.

BBC The World Today
Tuesday-Saturday, 12midnight–1am
The latest news from the BBC. E-mail: world services.letters@bbc.co.uk. 
Web: www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice

Beale Street Caravan
Sundays, 10–11pm
Produced in The Home of the Blues - Memphis, Tennessee - Beale Street 
Caravan covers the world with the heartfelt sounds and colorful stories of 
the Blues and its music makers. Phone: (901) 527-4666. E-mail:
info@bealestreetcaravan.com. Web: www.bealestreetcaravan.com

The Best of Our Knowledge
Mondays, 8:05–8:30pm; Repeated Fridays at 3pm; Repeated Saturdays at 
1:30pm on WAMC AM 1400
Dr. Karen R. Hitchcock and Glenn Busby host this look at the latest 
developments in the halls of  academe. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 
323-9262. E-mail: knowledge@wamc.org. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-
tbook.html /

The Book Show
Tuesdays, 3:05–3:30pm
Repeated Thursdays at 8:30pm
Gretchen Gerzina hosts this weekly half-hour of literary interviews with 
acclaimed authors. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262. E-mail:
book@wamc.org. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-bookshow.html

The Capitol Connection
Fridays, 8:30–9pm
Repeated Saturdays at 1pm
Alan Chartock’s weekly talk with political notables. Tapes/CD’s are $10. 
Phone: (800) 323-9262. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-capitol.html

Car Talk
Saturdays, 10–11am
Repeated Mondays at 1pm
Tom and Ray Magliozzi tell you what ails your car. To be on the program, 
call (888) 227-8255. Phone: (888) 227-5865 or write to Car Talk, PO Box 
3500, Harvard Sq., Cambridge, MA 02238. Web: www.cartalk.cars.com

Chautauqua Lectures
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

Commonwealth Club
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

Dancing on the Air
2nd Wednesday of the month, 8–10pm
Jay Ungar and Molly Mason host live folk music from the Linda Norris 
Auditorium. Tapes are not available. Call (518) 465-5233, x4.

Earth & Sky
Weekdays, 9:45am
Each day, Deborah Byrd and Joel Block discuss popular science subjects 
that affect our everyday lives. Phone: (512) 480-8773. Write to PO Box 
1965, Austin, TX 78767. Web: www.earthsky.com

51%
Thursdays, 8:05–8:30pm
Repeated Wednesdays at 3:05pm
Jeanne Neff, president of The Sage Colleges, and WAMC’s Julia Taylor 
explore important issues of particular interest to women. Tapes/CD’s are 
$10. Phone: (800)323-9262. E-mail: 51@wamc.org. Web:
www.wamc.org/prog-51.html

Fresh Air
Weekdays, 7–8pm
Hosted by Terry Gross, this daily interview and features program provides a 
fresh look at contemporary culture. Tapes and transcripts are $23.45. 
Phone: (877) 213-7374. Write to Fresh Air, Independence Mall West, 150 
N. 6th Street,  Philadelphia, PA 19106. E-mail: freshair@whyy. org. Web:
www.npr.com

The Health Show
Thursdays, 3:05–3:30pm
Repeated Sundays at 6:30pm
Bob Barrett and Dr. Nina Sax present news and features important for your 
good health. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262. E-mail:
bbarrett@wamc.org. Web: www.healthshow.org

Hudson River Sampler
Saturdays, 8–10:30pm
Wanda Fischer hosts a program of the very best folk, bluegrass and blues 
music. Tapes are not available. Playlists are available at: 
www.wamc.org/prog-hudson.html

In Our Backyard
Mondays, 8:30–9pm
Repeated Saturdays at 1:30pm
Dr. Ward Stone, distinguished wildlife pathologist with the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation is the creative director and host 
of this weekly half-hour environmental program that specifically focuses on 
our own Northeast Region. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262.
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Jazz After Hours
Saturdays, 1–5am
Sundays, 12midnight–5am
Jim Wilke hosts this program of jazz recordings. Write to c/o Public Radio 
International, 100 North Sixth Street, Suite 900A, Minneapolis, MN 55403. 
E-mail: jim@jazzafterhours.org. Web: www.jazz afterhours.org

Legislative Gazette
Fridays, 8:05–8:30pm
Repeated Saturdays at 5:30am
The WAMC news team takes you inside New York State government. 
Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone:  (800)323-9262. Web: www.wamc.org/prog-
gazette.html

Le Show
Sundays, 1–2pm
Hosted by Harry Shearer, this weekly show takes a humorous and satirical 
look at the news. Web: www.harryshearer.com/leshow

Living on Earth
Saturdays, 6:05–7am
Repeated Tuesdays at 10pm
A weekly environmental news and information   program hosted by Steve 
Curwood. Phone: (800) 218-9988. E-mail: letters@loe.org. Web:
www.loe. org

Marian McPartland’s Piano Jazz
Sundays, 9–10pm
Jazz musicians share music with Marian McPartland. Certain CDs are 
available. Phone: (803) 737-3286. Write to c/o Southern Carolina ETV, 
1101 George Rogers Boulevard, Columbia, SC 29201 E-mail:
pj@scetv.org. Web: www.npr.org/programs

Marketplace
Weekday mornings, 7:50–8am and 8:50am
Weekday evenings, 6:30–7pm
Marketplace AM highlights overnight developments in the business world; 
David Brancaccio rounds up the day’s developments. Tapes are $15. 
Phone: (213) 621-3500. Write to 261 So. Figueroa Street, Suite 200, Los 
Angeles, CA 90012. E-mail: letters @marketplace.org. Web:
www.marketplace. publicradio.org

Marketplace Money
Sundays, 7–8am
Repeated Fridays at 9pm
Host Kai Ryssdal looks at the week’s major national and international 
stories that will impact the average listener’s wallet. Phone: (800) 228-
7123. Web: www.marketplacemoney.org

The Media Project
Sundays, 6pm
Repeated Mondays at 3:05pm
An inside look at media coverage of current events, with Alan Chartock, 
Daily Freeman Publisher 
Ira Fusfeld, and WTEN TV Anchor Elisa Streeter with host Rex Smith, 
Times Union Editor. Tapes/CD’s are $10. Phone: (800) 323-9262. Web:
www.wamc.org/prog-media.html

Midday Magazine
Weekdays, 12noon–1pm
Brian Shields anchors an hour of regional and    national news, weather and 
features. Tapes are not available. Web:  www.wamc.org/prog-
middaymag.html

Midday Saturday
Saturdays, 12 noon–1pm
Host Bob Barrett brings you the best of WAMC news. Tapes are not 
available.
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Midday Sunday
Sundays, 12noon–1pm
Host Bob Barrett brings you the best of WAMC news. Tapes are not 
available.

Morning Edition
Weekdays, 5–9am
NPR and WAMC’s David Guistina bring you regional and national news 
and features. Tapes are available. Phone: (877) 677-8398. E-mail:
morning@npr.org. Web: www.wamc.org/morning. html

Mountain Stage
Mondays, 9–11pm
Performances by contemporary folk, rock, and   country artists. Write to 
West Virginia Public Radio, 600 Capitol St., Charleston, WV 25301. 
Phone: (800) 521-2112. E-mail: larry@mountainstage.org. Web:
www.mountainstage.org

Music from the Hearts of Space
Sundays, 11pm–12midnight
Stephen Hill offers ethereal late-night listening. Phone: (415) 499-9902. To 
order CD’s call (212) 974-9400 ext. 14. E-mail: help@hos.com. Web:
www.hos.com

National Press Club
(See WAMC’s Speakers’ Corner listing)

Nature Watch
Weekdays, 8:19am
Bob Kantor shares interesting facts about the      environment. Write c/o 
Finger Lakes Productions International, Inc., 119 South Cayuga Street, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. Phone: (607) 275-9400. Web: www. naturewatch.com

Only a Game
Saturdays, 7–8am
Nationally known author and veteran NPR  commentator, Bill Littlefield, 
explores sports at all levels. Tapes are available. Phone: (800) 909-9287. 
E-mail: oag@wbur.bu.edu. Web: www.onlya game.org

Paul Caiano’s WAMC Regional Forecast
Weekdays, 6:53am and 12:25pm
Listen to Paul Caiano’s WAMC Regional forecast, updated every weekday 
morning. Paul Caiano is a meteorologist at WNYT Newschannel 13.

Performance Place
Weekdays, 11:23–11:57am
Live, single artist, in-depth concert/interview program, featuring an eclectic 
mix of “The Music of Our Time.” E-mail: performance place@wamc.org. 
Web: www.wamc.org/prog-performance.html

A Prairie Home Companion
Saturdays, 6–8pm
Repeated Sundays from 3–5pm
Features monologues, skits, and more, hosted by Garrison Keillor. Write to 
Prairie Home Productions, LLC, 611 Frontenac Place, St. Paul, MN 55104. 
Phone: (800) 228-7123. E-mail: phc@mpr. org. Web:
www.prairiehome.publicradio.org

Pulse of the Planet
Weekdays, 11:20am
Weekends, 8:35am
A two-minute sound portrait of Planet Earth,       tracking the rhythms of 
nature, culture and science worldwide and blending interviews and 

extraordinary natural sound. Write to Pulse of the Planet, PO Box 344, 
Accord, NY 12404. E-mail: pulse@igc.org. Web: www.pulseplanet.com

Radio Deluxe
Saturdays, 2–4pm
Tuesdays 8-10pm
Singer/guitarist John Pizzarelli  takes listeners on a 2-hour tour through the 
great American songbook. Web: www.radiodeluxe.com

The Record Shelf
Wednesdays, 10–11pm
Discussion and performance of classical recordings, hosted by Jim Svedja. 
Tapes are not available. Write to KUSC, PO Box 77913, Los Angeles, CA 
90007. Phone: (213) 225-7412. Web: www.kusc.org

The Roundtable
Weekdays, 9am–12noon
Joe Donahue and rotating co-hosts offer this mix of news, interviews and 
more. Featuring Performance Place. Tapes are not available. Web:
http://www.wamc.org/prog-roundtable.html

Selected Shorts
Sundays, 11am–12noon
Repeated Wednesdays at 10pm
A match of Oscar and Tony Award winning actors with short stories by 
contemporary and classic    authors. Tapes are available. Phone: (212) 864-
1414, ext. 206. E-mail: shorts@symphonyspace.org. Web:
www.symphonyspace.org

Science Forum
Every other Thursday, 2–3pm
A question and answer forum between school groups and a panel of 
scientists. If you know of a class that would like to participate, call (800) 
323-9262.

Star Date
Weekdays, 5:06am and 12:45pm
Weekends, 10:27pm
Your source for astronomical information and current events. From the 
University of Texas at Austin McDonald Observatory. Call (512) 471-5285. 
Web: www.stardate.org

Tanglewood – Boston Symphony Orchestra Concerts
Fridays and Saturdays at 8:30pm 
Sundays at 2pm 
Throughout July and August. See schedule on page 3..  Concertrs will not 
air on WCEL, WRUN or WAMC-AM.  Those stations will air our regular 
program scheudle. Web: www.bso.org

This American Life
Fridays, 10–11pm
Repeated Saturdays at 4pm
Ira Glass hosts this weekly suite of radio storytelling. Tapes are available. 
Phone: (312) 948-4600 (info.)/(312) 948-4680 (orders). E-mail:
web@thislife.org. Web: www.thislife.org

The Thistle and Shamrock
Sundays, 7–8pm
Celtic music and culture are presented by Scotswoman Fiona Ritchie. Tapes 
are not available. Phone: (704) 321-3293. E-mail: thistle@npr.org. Web:
www. npr.org

The Tim Coakley Jazz Show




